Normal formation and development defects of the human dentition.
Oral health and systemic health are intimately related, and a thorough evaluation of the oral health of children is critical in providing appropriate health care. By understanding the normal sequence and patterns of tooth development, clinicians can readily identify children who deviate from normal dental development and provide appropriate interventions or make appropriate referrals. Developmental defects of the human dentition are not uncommon and can severely adversely affect the physical and psychological health of children. Despite the severity of some developmental defects of the dentition, the ability to diagnose and manage these conditions, in most cases, allows children the benefit of optimal oral health.